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John Ruskin was born in London, February
8, 1819. His parents were educated,
well-to-do Scotch people. The father, a
successful business man, and a member of
a prosperous firm of wine merchants
(Ruskin, Telford, and Domecq), was,
nevertheless, a lover of good books and
pictures, and gave his son ample
opportunity for the cultivation and
formation of literary style and artistic taste.
His mother, an orthodox Scotch woman,
looked carefully after the boys religious
training.In his last years Ruskin gave, in
Pr?terita, a detailed and unreserved account
of the events of his childhood. It is done so
exquisitely that one can do no better than to
paraphrase some parts of his story. He tells
(p. 16) how, at five or six years of age, he
could pass his days contentedly in tracing
the squares and comparing the colors in his
carpet, examining the knots in the wood of
the floor, or counting the bricks in the
opposite houses. This pleasure, in simple
occupation and loneliness, was doubtless
due to the fact that he was allowed to have
no toys, and was often whipped. While
Ruskin was a small boy it was customary
for him, at six p.m., punctually, to join his
parents in the drawing room.About the
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